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Will Seaton’s 3D print project caught the attention of his Anatomy and Physiology teacher, Cheryl
Simecheck.

Wastewater change of  scope approved by TWDB

County OKs ‘joint 
defense agreement’ 
about pipeline route

EDA grant gone, 
FOBH commit to 
replace it for city-
owned sewer plan

Students turn 3D printing assignment 
into a one-of-a-kind physical creation

The Texas Water Devel-
opment Board approved 
the change in scope for the 
city of Wimberley’s waste-
water project but required 
a number of conditions to 
be met before construction 
can move forward.

The TWDB will only fi-
nalize the change in scope 
if the city of Wimberley 
approves a property tax 
to back the loans. The 
tax would be issued to all 
properties within the city 
of Wimberley, not just the 
area receiving sewer ser-

vice. 
The city council will have 

to vote to refund the cur-
rently issued bonds, which 
are set to be paid for solely 
with revenues from the sys-
tem. They would then have 
to issue General Obligation 
bonds for the project that 
would be backed by an ad 
valorem property tax. Reve-
nues from the system would 
still be used to pay for the 
loan, but the tax would 
make up any difference the 
city could not pay for. 

The resolution passed by 
the TWDB states “the City 
agrees to levy and collect 
sufficient ad valorem tax-

es and maintain sufficient 
rates, and charges to pro-
duce System revenues in an 
amount necessary to meet 
the debt service require-
ments of all outstanding 
obligations with the same 
pledge as the Refunding 
Bonds...”

The new bonds need ap-
proval from the Texas At-
torney General before the 
change of scope could be of-
ficially processed. The city 
will also have to meet all of 
the additional recommen-
dations from the TWDB.

A qualified biologist 
must perform a Golden 
Cheek Warbler habitat as-

sessment within 300 feet of 
Cypress Creek, and the city 
must submit an amended 
environmental determina-
tion to include the new area 
that will be used to bring ef-
fluent to Aqua Texas. There 
will be a 30-day public re-
view period once the envi-
ronmental determination is 
made.

Both staff and board 
members from the Texas 
Water Development Board 
made it clear that the city 
of Wimberley was nearing 
the end of its rope with the 
back-and-forth requests 
that have come from dif-
fering makeups of the city 

council.
“I want to thank you and 

the staff… who have bent 
over backward for years, 
not many months, for years, 
to work on this and to pro-
vide the best service we can 
for the city of Wimberley,” 
Board member Peter Lake 
said.  “As we have discussed 
before, our state water plan, 
all of our planning, is built 
from the ground up rely-
ing on locals to provide the 
leadership and direction 
at the local level. We never 
dictate from Austin… This 
problem needs to be solved.  
But the patience of this 

The Hays County Com-
missioners Court has au-
thorized a joint defense 
agreement “related to the 
Kinder Morgan Texas Pipe-
line Permian Highway Proj-
ect [PHP] with the intent of 
joining or filing suit against 
Kinder Morgan or other 
parties.”

After a discussion in ex-
ecutive session during its 
meeting Tuesday, the court 
authorized the county’s 
general counsel to execute 

the agreement. The court 
also voted to designate Pre-
cinct 4 Commissioner Walt 
Smith, Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Lon Shell and Gener-
al Counsel Mark Kennedy to 
represent the county in dis-
cussions with “the parties 
of the previously approved 
joint defense agreement 
related to the Kinder Mor-
gan Texas Pipeline Permian 
Highway Project.”

The county would not 
comment on the signifi-
cance of the two motions, 
on whether a lawsuit is in 

The city of Wimberley 
officially terminated the $1 
million grant from the US 
Economic Development 
Agency but did receive 
$$177,548.31 to go towards 
expenses related to the con-
struction of the wastewater 
treatment plant.

The Friends of Blue Hole 
announced this week that 
they have the funding to 
make up for the terminat-
ed grant should the city 
decide to continue with the 
original plan of construct-

ing a wastewater treatment 
plant. Friends of Blue Hole 
is the local nonprofit group 
that provided initial fund-
ing to purchase and de-
velop Blue Hole Park, and 
supports and advocates for 
sustainable use and devel-
opment of the park.

According to a letter 
from the EDA, the city re-
quested that the $1 million 
grant be terminated. The 
grant could only be used 
for the construction of the 
treatment plant, which the 
current sewer plan to go 

Senior year is a great 
time for students to push 
their skills to the limit, and 
with the perfect combina-
tion of tools and teachers, 
Wimberley High School 
members of the class of 
2019 are finishing strong.

Will Seaton’s 3D print 
project caught the atten-
tion of his Anatomy and 
Physiology teacher, Cheryl 
Simecheck. Seaton took the 
assignment several steps 
further by designing, cre-
ating and then printing a 
3D copy of a sarcomere, a 
structural unit of a myofi-
bril in striated muscle.

“This had never been 
done in any of my class-
es before now. It took Will 
eight hours to print it and 
at least twice as many hours 
to design and create,” said

Simecheck. 
“I wanted to do some-

thing that hadn’t been done 

before. I had 3D-modeled a 
few things before, so I knew 
it was possible. The best 
part was seeing it slowly 
take shape as it was print-
ing,” said Seaton.

“There’s something spe-

cial about seeing your de-
sign come to life,” he added.

Seaton will study history 
this fall at the University 
of North Texas following 
graduation from WHS.
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Seaton designed and printed a structural unit of a myofibril in 
straited muscle.
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